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Pendiidjkan_

Walaupun bergelut
isu doktor kontrak
dan lambakan
graduan, ia masih
menarik minat
“lepasan SPM

Oleh Nas Norziela Nasbah
bhpendidikan@bh.commy

Benarkah jumlah pelajar peru-
batan di Malaysia dikatakan ter-
lalu ramai hingga menyebabkan
graduan bidang itu meningkat
sehingga tidak setanding dengan
kekosongan jawatan?

Hal ini dikaitkan dengan ke-
ghairahan penawaran Kkursus
perubatan di institut pengajian
tinggi swasta (IPTS) dan kemam-
puan sebilangan ibu bapa meng-
hantar anak mereka melanjutkan
pengajian dalam bldang itu di
luar negara.

Meskipun isu berkenaan dili-
hat boleh ditangani namun hebe-
rapa pihak berpendapat bahawa
bilangan pelajar baharu dalam
bidang  perubatan “masih = per-
Iu dikawal walaupun Kerajaan
mengumumkan . jawatan tetap
doktor akan dibuka bermula ta-
hun 2023 hingga 2025.

Apatah lagi pada 2011 terdapat
satu moratorium yang mengha-
lang penawaran kursus baharu
dalam bidang perubatan di insti-
tut pengajian tinggi di Malaysia.:
Ia berdasarkan jumlah graduan
perubatan sedia ada, negara di-
jangka berupaya mencapai sasa-
ran seorang pegawai perubatan
kepada 400 penduduk (1:400) tan-

mereka.

pa perlu pena.mbahan kursus ba-
haru.

Pada 2021, kapasiti pengam-
bilan pelajar perubatan dalam
negara berjumlah 4,820 pelajar.
Angka itu dilihat boleh memberi
%nbsmgan yang sihat antara ke-

erluan dan permintaan pasaran
Kkerja serta aspirasi negara.

Bagi Pakar Perubatan Dr Wan

Mohd Rushidi Wan Mahmud,

- berkata kebanjiran doktor dalam

pasaran dilihat sebagai kesilapan
besar dari segi berancangan pi-
hak yang berkepentingan.

Katanya, keghairahan mem-
beri lampu hijau kepada Univer-
siti Awam (UA) atau IPTS untuk
mengambil lebih ramai pelajar
dalam bidang berkenaan menye-
babkan berlaku limpahan gradu-
an tanpa tempat bekerja selepas
tamat latihan.

Katanya, kenyataan bahawa
kerajaan tidak mampu menyedia-
kan tempat oleh kerana permin-
taan yang luar biasa sukar untuk
diterima. .

“KKM dan Jabatan Perkhid-
matan Awam (JPA) seharusnya
d@at menjangka apa yang bakal
berlaku, jika pengambilan pelajar
tidak dikawal dengan sempurna.

“Adalah tidak bijak untuk me-
luluskan permohonan tambahan
penawaran Kkursus perubatan
tanpa memikirkan kebajikan gra-
duan,” katanya.

Lambakan graduan perubatan
hanya akan meningkatkan jum-
lah doktor kontrak dan menje-
Jjaskan kebajikan mereka.

Bagaimanapun Presiden Persatu-
an Perubatan Malaysia (MMA),
Dr Muruga Raj Rajathurai, ber-
pandangan secara umum pen-
gambilan pelajar perubatan di
institut pengajian tinggi di nega-

Lumban graduan pe;ﬁbumn hanya akan meningkatkan jumlah dokt;rkbntrak dﬁn menjejaskan kebajikan

ra ini §udah dikurangkan selain
moratorium berkaitan sudah pun
tamat pada 2021,

Namun graduan perubatan

yang lulus dari universiti Iuar
negara bukan di’ bawah kawa-
lan KPT. Sebaliknya KPT bersa-

ma Majlis Perubatan Malaysia
(MMC) hanya memantau sama

ada program itu boleh diberi
pengiktivafan atau tidak.

“Sesi; vang melepasi sya-
rat minimum boleh belajar ‘di
fakulti perubatan di luar negara
atau IPTS. Untuk menjadi penga-
mal perubatan di Malaysia pula,
mereka perlu mf.menuhl syarat
MMC. Tuer

“Ada sesetengah pelmar peru-

batan terpaksa memmitut di luar
negara atau IPTS kerana gagal
‘mendapat tempat di UA disebab- |
kan jumlah ditawarkan terhad

susulan persaingan yang tinggi:’
katanya.

Tegas Muruga Raj, bldang
perubatan kekal menjadi pili-
han ramai lepas Sijil Pelajaran
Malaysia (SPM) kerana masya-
rakat kita secara umum pereaya
mudah untuk mendapat peker-
jaan dengan pendapatan terjamin
sebaik tamat pengajian.

Katanya walaupun dunia pe-
rubatan di Malaysia bergelut
dengan isu perjawatan tetap juga
lambakan graduan perubatan ke-
tika ini, bidang itu masih menjadi
pilihan memandangkan profe-
sion berkenaan sentiasa diperlu-
kan sepanjang hayat

(Poto hiasan)

rubatan dengan

bhpendidiken@bh.comany

Isnin,
10 April 2023

% tguii dekik berita di www.bharian.com.my

“Selain itu, ia juga mungkin
dipengaruhi ibu bapa dan seke-
- luarga yang melihat ia sebagai
kerjaya penuh prestij dan mampu
mengubah kehidupan sebuah ke-
luarga selain pengalaman yang
mereka lalui,” katanya.

Sementara itu, Dekan Fakulti
Perubatan dan Kesihatan Sains
UCSI, Prof Ts Dr Cheah Shiau
Chuen, berkata di sebalik lamba-

"kan graduan perubatan hari ini,

ia masih kekal menarik minat le-
pasan SPM,

Justeru katanya, apabila IPTS
atau universiti luar negara me-
nawarkan kursus perubatan,
pelajar yang diterima masuk
adalah mereka yang memenuhi

kriteria kemasukan sepertimana -

digariskan MMGC,

Katanya, calon akan ditemudu-
ga untuk mengukur keupayaan
bakat mereka yang merangku-
mi kemahiran berfikir kritis,
kecerdasan emosi; kemahiran
interpersonal dan kemahiran
menyelesaikan masalah,

“Dalam erti kata lain, kami
juga mencari calon dengan
keupayaan mereka memberi per-
hatian 'kepada butiran’ bidang

! perubatan dan juga penyelesaian

mendalam terhadap prognosis
pesakit.
“Pastinya ketahanan mereka

dalam bhidang perubatan ini perlu’

tinggi memandangkan cabaran
mereka hadapi begitu luas,” ka-
tanya. -

Shiau Chuen berkata apabila se-
sebuah institusi pengajian tinggi
menawarkan jurusan perubatan,
. setiap pelajar pastinya dilatih se-
baik mungkin kerana profesion
ini membabitkan kesihatan dan -
nyawa manusia bukannya -
sesuatu perkara yang boleh
diambil ringan.

Katanya, keperluan ter-
hadap {enaga perubatan
sebenarnya meningkat se-
lari dengan pertambahah
populasi. Ia juga membawa
cabaran kesihatan baharu
misalnya jika sebelum ini
masyarakat lebih me-
ngaitkan dunia pe-

rawatan penyakit

kronik seperti kardiologi, barah
atau kencing manis hari ini kes-
kes gangguan mental mula men-
dapat perhatian.

Justeru, keperluan untuk pen-

jagaan perubatan dijangka ber-
kembang pada ‘tahun-tahun men-
datang.
. “Graduan perubatan mem-
punyai lebih daripada 60 pengk-
hususan berpotensi yang boleh
diceburi. Ia adalah bidang sangat
Iuas bermula daripada pediatrik
hingga psikiatri.

“Oleh itu, perubatan adalah

bidang yang sentiasa berkem-
bang dengan anjakan paradigma
pengkhususan baharu. Ini de-
ngan sendirinya akan menarik
minat generasi muda untuk me-
milih Kursus perubatan,” ka-
tanya.
Beliau berkata, setiap peker-
Jjaan menyumbang kepada kualiti
hidup bagaimanapun perubatan
meletakkan seseorang di barisan
hadapan dalam menyelamatkan
nyawa.

“Ia memberikan kepuasan
yang tidak dapat diungkapkan
dengan kata-kata. Ini adalah pro-
fesion yang menawarkan dimensi
unik kepuasan kerja mengatasi
kebanyakan kerjaya lain,” ka-
tanya lagi.

6 rda sesetengah
pelajar perubatan
terpaksa menuntut
di luar negara atau
IPTS kerana gagal
mendapat tempatdi

UA disebabkan jumlah
ditawarkan
terhad susulan
persaingan
‘yang tinggi @

Dr Muruga an
Rajathurai,
Presiden Persatuan
Perubatan
Mualaysia
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DUA MATI MAKAN IKAN BUNTAL

Penjual dicam!

Oleh Mohamad
Fahd Rahmat
am@hmetro.com.my

Khuang

ejabat Kesihatan Dae-
Prah Kluang membuka
kertas siasatan di ba-

wah Akta Makanan 1983
berhubung kes kematian
pasangan warga emas yang
meninggal dunia selepas
makan ikan buntal goreng.
Pengerusi Jawatankuasa
Kesihatan dan Perpaduan
Negeri Johor, Ling Tian
Soon berkata, Jabatan Ke-
sihatan Negeri Johor (JKN])

sudah menjalankan siasa-
tan di lapangan termasuk
mengenal pasti pembekal,
pemborong  dan penjual
yang terbabit di dalam urus
niaga ikan beracun itu.
Katanya, JKNJ mengada-
kan beberapa sesi perbin-
cangan dengan Jabatan Pe-
rikanan dan beberapa uni-
versiti  tempatan yang
mempunyai kepakaran da-
lam bidang perikanan serta
toksin atau racun untuk
mendapatkan penyelesaian
secara menyeluruh memba-
bitkan isu berkenaan.
“Kerajaan Negeri Johor
dan JKN] mengambil mak-

lum akan satu lagi kematian
daripada keracunan maka-
nan ikan buntal di Kluang,

“Hari ini (kelmarin) se-
kitar jam s5.20 pagi, pesakit
dikesan dalam keadaan ti-
dak responsif ketika jurura-
wat menguruskan pesakit
lain di Hospital Enche’ Be-
sar Hajjah Kalsom (HE-
BHK)

“Bantuan kecemasan di-
berikan serta-merta dengan
kehadiran pegawai peruba-
tan selama 30 minit sebe-
lum dia diisytiharkan me-
ninggal dunia pada jam 6.20
pagi,” katanya dalam satu
kenyataan.
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SPEAK UP

Step forward in sui

lersathesuptiaily.com

I APPLAUD the government for moving
ahead with the decriminalisation of suicide.
This is a step forward for our country.

According to Natalie Drew of the World
Health Organisation, suicide needs to be
decriminalised to humanise people's distress
and society’s response to it.

Tam glad to see this finally happening as
we have been advocating for this for a long
time.

Contrary to what many - believe,
criminalising suicide under Section 309 of the
Penal Code does not prevent suicide.

- Instead, it instils fear in people who are
struggling with suicidal ideation and is a
major barrier to reaching out and seeking
help, people who are feeling suicidal struggle
with intense unbearable emotional pain.

" Most of them are also battling mental
health problems.

They are engulfed in a sense of
liopelessness, helplessness and isolation.

These people need help, care and proper
treatment, not punishment. !

The fear of being prosecuted adds to their
emotional burden.

‘While we await the repeal of the section to
be gazetted, 1 agree with the moratorium
called for those curtently in prosecution for
suicide attempts. - *

The criminalisation of suicide stigmatises
suicide itself,

Decriminalising suicide can encourage
more open conversation and this can help
reduce the judgement and discrimination
faced by people with mental disorders.

.. By doing so, we can indirectly encourage
more people to seek the help that they need.

At the same time, this can promote more
understanding in the community and
hopefully create moze social support for
those who are in emotional distress.

I also welcome the amendment to Mental
Health Act 2001 (Act 615), which mandates

crisis intervention officers to send a suicidal
person for psychiatric assessment the
soonest as possible, or within 24 hours.

Therefore, it is crucial to spruce up our

ide prevention

mental health.:' facilities and train more

_mental health professionals.

Apart from  psychiatrists, clinical
psychologists, counsellors and social wotl
play an important role in providing
continuous treatment.

We nieed tojalso study how to retain these

skilled professipnals in our country.
As a suicide attempt is an emergency
- high-risk behaviour, it is essential for the

person to be accorded immediate treatment.

The relevant ministry would need to look
into proper mental health training for crisis
intervention officers and first responders
such as firefighters and police officers so that
they are better equipped in managing
suicidal people with care and sensitivity.

Hospitals and psychiatric elinic staff need
to know that empathy is important in treating
such patients. 4

‘While the focus is on the suicidal person
getting the required treatment, the well-being
of the officers, first responders, medical staff
and carers needs to be highlighted as well.

As we continue to strive ahead, many may
ponder, “Whats next?’ i

It is high time for us to reinstate the long-
defunct National Suicide Registry Malaysia.

- ‘With accurate and reliable data on suicide,
relevant stakeholders will be able to design
effective and targeted suicide prevention
strategies and policies.

At the same time, I urge academicians and
experts in the mental health field to conduct
more research and studies to create suitable

_evidence-based
rehabilitation programumies.

For all who have advocated for the
decriminalisation of suicide in Malaysia, 1
want to say a big thank you.

Let's not stop here, there is much more
that we need fo do to ensure mental health
for Malaysians\and that all is well taken care
of. {

For those who are struggling emotionally,
please do not be afraid to reach out.

Talk to someone you trust, or call a
helpline - Befrienders KL (03-76272929, 24
hours) or Talian HEAL (15555, 8am to
midnight),

Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye
Patron, Befrienders KL

" regulationsin

interventions and

i B amea v
Tread carefully when retabling GEG bill

THE recent move to amend the Poisons Act to

exempt nicofine has essentially legalised vaping in
. e

While this may be a win-win action for the

government, whichneeds o/l i Hlection

combustible will include vapes, es, heated
tobacco, tobacco pods, shishas anm

A clearer distinction will help the government in
r‘eg'llil’au;g the different categories better; including
[ ing what taxes to impose.

and the vape industry which has been struggling
post-pandemic, itmayjustbe ashort-sighted decislon
ifmeaningful changes are notmade to define thenew
nicotine productsin the market.

With innovation, tobacco players have moved
from cigarettes to non-combustible products, namely
vape, e-cigarettes and heated tobacco products.

With the advancement in science and technology,
there will be new products that will come into the
market in the next few years and, therefore, the

ia on tobacco control must keep
upwith the times. |

* Exempting nicotine from the Poisons Act is just
oneway toallow the government to collect taxes from
vapingi y £

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim has

vowed to table the tobacco generational endgame
(G_El_}) bill which tabled by the former health
minister Khairy Jamaluddin last year in the previous
government. :

True to the! Malaysia Madani governing
framework of inglusivity, the prime minister has
reiterated that a ban on smokers and vapers is not a
viable option, instead, education and fiscal control are
the forward. |

way i
This is commendable thinking given that 20% of
the Malaysian adult population identify as smokers

and/or vapers,
GEG is a contentious bill given the fact that it

curtails the freedom of choice for adults who tum 18

after a certain agreed period and beyond from
purchasing tobaceo products. >

While this is a noble intention, the fact remainsiitis
a restrictive policy for young adults, after all the ban
remains for those whoare below 18,

As the government has some time before tabling
the GEG bill again in the next session, it ought to
consider other safeguards to ensure that smoking and
vaping incidences are reduced.

There are three points that the govemmentshould
implement to ensure that the tabled bill will be
forward-looking and protects the health of younger

First, the government should push for clear
category differentlation of combustible and non-

. combustible tobacco products,

Cambustible will cover all the traditional ways of
smoking such as cigarettes and cigars while non-

The best form of taxation for tobacco products
should be linked to its risk, the higher the risk, the
more the taxes. ;

On this note, it is high time that the government
conduct studies on@risksufmpingandmher
smokeless producis.

The medical community also needs to ask
themselves, are they committed to the principles of
science?

If they are then they need to support localised
studies to ascertain the claims and use them as a
guideline to draft more effective tobacco control
policies. 2

Second, there needs to be a clearer definition of
whatsmoking and vapingare. .

‘The govemment needs to be strict on these vapes,
defining clearly the maximum nicotine content and
flavours which are allowed. -

Itis widely known that the flavours, especially the
sweet ones which mimic juice and candy, are
atiraciing youths to take up vaping.

Ifthatis the case, the vaping minimurm age should
beincreased 0 21 instead of banning it outright.

‘Third, there needs to bean educational element to

" safeguard young ones from the harm of vaping.

Vaping is not risk-free and those below 18 should

: be shielded from it at all costs.

Therefore, the government should be more
aggressiveonvaping justlike it did whenitwas waging
war i

Sloganeering alone is not enough. Governmenis
must educate and engage youths on the dangers of
vaping and educate parents and teachers on how to
spotwhether your under-aged teens are vaping,

The retabling of the new GEG bill by the unity
guveuunentisano]}]ypomnﬁ to correct the rushed
job by the previous health ministry. :

It is hoped that this government listens and
considersall views in drafting a policy that will help to
regulate tobacco consurnption in Malaysia, but also
be efficient in collecting taxes so that it can help
finance the country’s development needs.

The prime minister has made a wise first move
and it is hoped that the Health Ministry this time will
takeheed.

Dennis Quah
= Kota Damansara
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Make ita deadly serious offence

Heavier fines, awareness
needed on pufferfish sales

By RAHIMY RAHIM
and N. TRISHA :
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Stern action
can be taken against traders if
they are found selling any pro-
duce that has substances that are
poisonous, harmful or injurious
to health, says the Fisheries
director-general.

Datuk Adnan Hussain said

action can be taken under laws -

including Section 13 of the Food
Act 1983, which carries a jail sen-
tence and fine or both upon con-
viction.

He added that the risky sale of
pufferfish (also known as ikan
buntal) prepared by those who
are not certified warrams serious
attention.

“Incidents mvolvmg pufferfish
consumption include the episode
reported last November in
Selangor, where the fish was
bought online,” he said yesterday
as  he reminded everyone
involved — be they exotic fish
enthusiasts, the general public or
fishermen ~ to be careful.

“Those purchasing fish online,
especially in the form of fish fillet,

need to properly check the spe-

cies of the fish as well as the type

of fish they hought.”
On Saturday, Eng Kuai Sin @ Ng

Chuan Sing, 84, who was in a
coma after eating p with
his wife two weeks ago, died at
the intensive care unit (ICU) of
Hospital Enche' Besar Hajjah
Kalsom in Kluang.

He had heen warded with his
Guan, who died on

Ihe authori-
tiesto areatemore wareness and
for the relevant hodies to ﬂ,ghten
mfurcemam. T

therein),” she said.

Prof who is also the
Fﬁ&m SGdeigy u&résident, said
isre common to

Eur waters and sliced fish is diffi-
cult to identify - leading to what
she described as a deadly combi-

nation for the unassuming ic.
She added that when is

!

a nun—expmwmﬂd not be
a‘,&latn determine its species.
“The public will not know if itis
a pufferfish unless it is alive and
all puffed up. Once it is cleaned,
you really do not know what fish
yuu are asing.
“All big fish that are cut into
slices will look alike. You could

ask the fishmonger, if he is honest

about what you are pl:rchasir:f

“(Otherwise) this could lead to
‘what haghpemd with the elderly
couple,” she said, .

Fnends of the Earth Malaysia’s
Meena Raman said the sale and
consumption of the deadly fish

-show there is still not enough

awareness.
‘“More needs to'be done by the

authorities to prevent tragedies -
like this.

“The Tishmonger who sold the
fish to "unsuspecting consumers
must be taken to task. -

“The Fisheries Department
must do more to educate fisher-
folk not to catch pufferfish, while

Guessing
game: Once
the fish is
cleaned, it is
hard to
identify the
highly toxic
pufferfish
from other
types of fish,

markets must be inspected by
local authorities to ensure such
fish is not on sale,” she said.

Johor health and unity commit-
tee chairman Ling Tian Soon said
an investigation into the deaths of
the couple is under way, adding
that the Johor Health Department
had taken action as soon as the
case was reported.

“The department has carried
out an investigation to identify
the supplier, wholesaler and
seller of the pufferfish,” he said.
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Well-earne

By FATIMAH ZAINAL
fatimah@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Health direc-
tor-general Tan Sri Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah is ready to

retire this month after having |

served the nation for 35 years, of

which the last few have been .

among the most challenging in
his illustrious career. x

The father of six said he is look-
ing forward to spending more
time with his family after he steps
down on April 21, the day he
" reaches 60 and the mandatory
retirement age for public service
members, . y

“Retirement is the next chapter
of life. It's a life journey. I will
cross one bridge at a time,” the
Selangor native told The Star.

Asked if he will enjoy being
retired as he is known to be a
workhorse, he cheekily replied:
“Let me experience retirement
first and Twill share with you my
experience later.” -

Having led Malaysia’s Tesponse
to the Covid-19 pandemic, Dr
Noor Hisham is well remembered

for helping to steer the nation out

of the health crisis that crippled
much of the world since 2020,

Grateful Malaysians immortal-

ised the country’s famous medical
* commander in murals.

“It's a memorable part of my
medical journey to handle the
pandemic and lead the challenge
until we are (now) almost back to
normalcy,” he said.

1t is by no means the only high-
light of his stellar career.

Dr Noor Hisham said he is also
proud of the honour he was given
to deliver the prestigious Martin

Allgower lecture at the World _

Caongress of Surgery in Krakow,
Poland, in 2019 hﬁge 2,000 glob-
al surgeons. :
(The lecture commemorated
Prof Allgower, an internationally
renowned surgeon who was the
Deépartment of Surgery chair at
the  University of Basel in
- Switzerland from 1967 to 1983.):

: NATION

Next chapter: Dr Noor Histiam (in batik) who blazed a trail in Malaysia‘s
the ‘challenges’ of retirement. He is pictured in

is looking forward

Another high point was chart-
ing Malaysia's [long journey
towards - achievifig the World
Health Organisation’s (WHO) goal
of eliminating Hepatitis C by 2030
and addressing the issue of access
affordability and equity.

“There are ma
ing and fulfilling moments of my
work, This includes establishing
the parallel pathway in 15 spe-
cialties and many other high-im-
pact initiatives bf the Health

inistry with goad outcomes and
at reasonable costs,” he added.

Dr Noor Hisham was himself a
renowned surgean who blazed
trails on numerous global stages
including as the firs i
International Su

Standing Commitiee on Health

Emergency Prevention, Prepare-
dness and Response, a position he
was appointed to in December
last year. i

He was the first Malaysian to
receive such recognition.

Dr Noor Hisham joined the
public service as a medical officer
in August 1988 before assuming
the position of general surgeon in
1994 and serving as general sur-
geon of Hospital Putrajaya in
2004.

He succeeded Datuk Seri Dr
Hasan Abdul Rahman as the

‘Health director-general on March

1, 2013. Prior to that, Dr Noor
Hisham had held the post of dep-

- uty Health director-general (med-

icine) since Feb 1, 2008, :

Despite helming the ministry as
a top civil servant, Dr Noor
Hisham said he never forgot his
calling as a surgeon.

response to the Covid-19 pandemic
this file photo with nurses at the launch of
the Evolution Of Nurses’ Uniform exhibition at the National Museum. - ’

He graduated with a Master’s
degree in surgery and a Doctor of
Medicine degree from Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia before con-
tinuing his studies in the field of
endocrine surgery and training at
several universities in Adelaide

and Sydney, Australia,

“Apart from being an adminis-
trator, I am also a practising
breast endocrine surgeon. I am
always a surgeon, trained as one
and known as one,” he added.

While he has achieved much in
his profession, Dr Noor Hisham
said there remains one thing he
wishes to see — the realisation of
the Health White Paper, which
aims, to strengthen the country's
health system holistically as well
as implement key systematic
reforms and address all health-
care service issues. -

Health Minister Dr Zaliha

d rest for health chief

After 35 year's_of‘servi.fe, Noor Hisham is ready to pack up his scalpel

Mustafa has said tht White Paper
is_expected to be tabled in
Parliament in June,

“The tabling of the paper is crit-
ical and will mark the starting
point of the country’s journey
towards health reforms,” said Dr
Noor Hisham.

He said the opinions and ideas
of various stakeholders have been
consistently sought and that the
cooperation of the private sector
and NGOs is critical in ensuring
the success of the healthcare
reforms.

A proposal to set up a Health
Service Commission to enable the
ministry to recruit medical
officers is among the recommen-
dations in the Health White Paper,
he noted. *

“Itis importatit {o put the hiring
process of medical officers under
the Health Ministry to resolve the
issues of contract doctors and per-
manent p&sittitclms,”}ug:gsaid. -

Currently, the hiring process
dependent on the Public Service
Department and the . Finance
Ministry in terms of allocations.

Of late, there has been much
angst and discontent including
threats of strikes over the unre-
solved issues surrounding con-

- tract doctors such as lack-of joh
security, low on-call payment
‘Tates, gruelling hours, and bully-
ing, among others.

The contract-doctor system was
introduced in 2016 to overcome
the glut of medical graduates in
Malaysia.

Dr Noor” Hisham said discus-
sions on healthcare, organisation-
al and financial transformation
for the Health Ministry have been
ongoing for many years and it
was now time for a serious
change.

“There have been almost 40
years of discussions but no action
despite multiple studies done.

“I wish to see the content of the
Health White Paper be imple-
mented and realised so that there
can be a strengthening of the

_ health system,” he added.

Sabah wants the

Help fund Sabah's health facilities

KOTA KINABALU:

Health Ministry to prioritise funding of the
state’s health facilities, many of which are
lacking in services and proper infrastric-
ture. f -

Chief Minister Datuk Seri Hajiji Noor
said funds should be allocated for the

health facilities in Sabah to ensure proper"

healthcare is provided for its people.

He said this to Health Minister Dr Zaliha
Mustafa who paid him a courtesy call at his
official Seri Gaya residence here yesterday.

She briefed the Chief Minister on the
existing and future health development
programumes -and projects in the pipeline
for Sabah.:

In calling for Sabah to he given priority
in allocation for development and upgrad-
ing of health facilities, Hajiji said that
Sabah is one of the states that has the most
hospitals and clinics in the country but
most of them are in a dilapidated state.

“Sabah really needs a fair distribution of
development allocations, including for

- new construction and upgrading existi

infrastructure and health fadﬂﬁes,”uﬁg
said in a statement issued following the
meeting with Dr Zaliha.

Dr Zaliha was accompanied by Deputy
Health director-general Datuk Dr Norhayati
Rusli and Sabah Health director Datuk Dr
Rose Nani Mudin during the courtesy call.
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:Improvmg__ mental healthcare
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